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Abstract

We use the study of bilinear forms over a finite field to give a decom-
position of the linear codes similar to the one in [10] for generalized toric
codes. Such decomposition, called geometric decomposition of a linear
code and which can be obtained in a constructive way, allows to express
easily the dual of a linear code and gives a method to estimate the mini-
mum distance. The proofs for characteristic 2 are different, but they will
be developed parallel. This allows us to obtain a new paradigm to define
the family of linear codes. We also study this decomposition for Algebraic
Geometry Codes.

Generalized toric codes are an extension of Toric codes [2]. The metric
structure of generalized toric codes [10] gave rise to this work, which obtains a
similar structure for an arbitrary linear code. Moreover, we extend the main
results in [10] to arbitrary linear codes.

One can find an introduction to geometry over finite fields, and in particular
to bilinear forms, in [3]. We refer to [1] for the results over bilinear forms. Some
applications to self-dual and self-orthogonal codes of the geometry over finite
fields can be found in [7, 8, 9].

From now on, we will only consider the metric structure given by the bilinear
form B(x, y) =

∑n
i=1 xiyi, which is used to define the dual code of a linear code

[6]. Here and subsequently, Fn
q will be the vector space over Fq with the non-

degenerated symmetric bilinear form B whose associated matrix is the identity
matrix, we consider linear codes C ⊂ Fn

q .
Let H ⊂ Fn

q be a two-dimensional subvector space, it is said that H is a
hyperbolic plane if there exist x1, x2 such that they generate H and

B(x1, x1) = 0
B(x2, x2) = 0
B(x1, x2) = 1
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hence, H is non-singular. Both ordered generators x1, x2 are called geometric
generators or geometric basis of H, the matrix of B restricted to H in the
geometric basis is (

0 1
1 0

)

Proposition 1. Let Fq with characteristic different from 2. A two-dimensional
non-singular subspace of Fn

q which contains an isotropic vector is a hyperbolic
plane.

In this first result one can see that the study for characteristic 2 is different
from the other case. In particular, this result is not valid for characteristic 2 as
the next example shows.

Example 2. Let Fq be a field of characteristic 2. Let x = (x1, x2) ∈ F2
q, x is an

isotropic vector if and only if x2
1 + x2

2 = 0, that is, if and only if (x2/x1)2 = 1.
Hence, (1, 1) is an isotropic vector, moreover, only the vectors generated by
(1, 1) are isotropic, since we have the Frobenius isomorphism. Therefore, F2

q

contains an isotropic vector but it is not a hyperbolic plane.
In the basis {(1, 1), (0, 1)} of F2

q the associated matrix of B is
(

0 1
1 1

)

and we therefore say that F2
q is an elliptic plane.

Namely, we say that a non-singular two-dimensional subvector space E ⊂ Fn
q

is an elliptic plane if there exist x1, x2 which generate E and such that

B(x1, x1) = 0
B(x2, x2) = 1
B(x1, x2) = 1

Both ordered generators x1, x2 are called geometric generators or geomet-
ric basis of E, the matrix of B restricted to E in the geometric basis is

(
0 1
1 1

)

1 Geometric decompositions in characteristic dif-
ferent from 2

Firstly, we present B with characteristic different from 2 and then, in section 2,
with characteristic 2 since, as we have already said, its study is different.

One has that −1 is a square in the field Fq if and only if q ≡ 1 mod 4. A
non-zero vector x = (x1, x2) ∈ F2

q is an isotropic vector, if and only if x2
1+x2

2 = 0,
that is, if and only if (x2/x1)2 = −1. If −1 is a square in the field, the previous
equation has at least one solution and therefore there are isotropic vectors. If
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−1 is not a square in Fq there is no isotropic vector and therefore F2
q is not a

hyperbolic plane (neither elliptic).
If the characteristic of Fq is not equal to 2, we say that Fn

q has a geometric
decomposition of type r, s if

Fn
q = H1⊥ · · ·⊥Hr⊥L1⊥ · · ·⊥Ls

where H1, . . . ,Hr are hyperbolic planes and L1, . . . , Ls are non isotropic one-
dimensional linear varieties. Each hyperbolic plane is generated by two geomet-
ric generators Hi = 〈x2i−1, x2i〉, such that B(x2i−1, x2i−1) = 0, B(x2i, x2i) = 0,
B(x2i−1, x2i) = 1, when i = 1, . . . , r. Each one-dimensional variety is generated
by Li = 〈x2r+i〉, when i = 1, . . . , s. One has that {x1, . . . , xn} is a basis of Fn

q

that we call basis of the geometric decomposition.
Let M be the matrix of B in this basis, then one has that MM t = Jr,s

Jr,s =




0 1
1 0

. . .
0 1
1 0

ε1

. . .
εs




where εi is either 1 or a fixed non-square element of F∗q .
A linear code C ⊂ Fn

q is said to be compatible with a geometric decomposition
of type Jr,s if there exists a basis {x1, . . . , xn} of Fn

q compatible with such
decomposition, in such a way that exists I ⊂ {1, . . . , n} such that {xi | i ∈ I} is
a basis of the code. We prove that every linear code over a field of characteristic
different from 2 is compatible with a geometric decomposition with s ≤ 4.

Theorem 3. Let characteristic of Fq be different from 2. Any linear code
C ⊂ Fn

q is compatible with at least one geometric decomposition.

Proof (Sketch).
Let C = rad(C)⊥C1, where rad(C) = 〈x1, . . . , xl〉. We can compute x′1, . . . , x

′
l ∈

C1 such that xi, x
′
i are the geometric generators of a hyperbolic plane and, more-

over, the hyperbolic planes Hi = 〈xi, x
′
i〉 are orthogonal to each other and to

C1.
Since C1 is non-singular we can get C′ as a sum of hyperbolic planes and

a one or two-dimensional linear space W , which gives us 3 different geometric
decompositions (compatible with C) for Fn

q .

(a) Fn
q = H1⊥ · · ·⊥Hm⊥L1⊥H ′

1⊥ · · ·⊥H ′
m′⊥W ′ and

C = 〈x1, . . . , xl, xl+1, x
′
l+1, . . . , xm, x′m, xm+1〉

(b) Fn
q = H1⊥ · · ·⊥Hm⊥Hm+1⊥H ′

1⊥ · · ·⊥H ′
m′⊥W ′ and

C = 〈x1, . . . , xl, xl+1, x
′
l+1, . . . , xm+1, x

′
m+1〉
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(c) Fn
q = H1⊥ · · ·⊥Hm⊥L1⊥L2⊥H ′

1⊥ · · ·⊥H ′
m′⊥W ′ and

C = 〈x1, . . . , xl, xl+1, x
′
l+1, . . . , xm, x′m, xm+1, xm+2〉

2 Geometric decompositions in characteristic 2

If the characteristic of Fq is equal to 2, we say that Fn
q has a geometric decom-

position of type r, s, t if

Fn
q = H1⊥ · · ·⊥Hr⊥L1⊥ · · ·⊥Ls, with t = 0

Fn
q = H1⊥ · · ·⊥Hr⊥L1⊥ · · ·⊥Ls⊥E, with t = 1

where H1, . . . , Hr are hyperbolic planes, L1, . . . , Ls are isotropic one-dimensional
linear varieties and E is an elliptic plane. Each hyperbolic plane is generated
by two geometric generators Hi = 〈x2i−1, x2i〉, such that B(x2i−1, x2i−1) = 0,
B(x2i, x2i) = 0, B(x2i−1, x2i) = 1, when i = 1, . . . , r. Each one-dimensional
variety is generated by Li = 〈x2r+i〉, such that B(x2r+i, x2r+i) = 1 when
i = 1, . . . , s and the elliptic plane is generated by two geometric generators E =
〈xn−1, xn〉 if t = 1, such that B(xn−1, xn−1) = 0, B(xn, xn) = 1, B(xn−1, xn) =
1. One has that {x1, . . . , xn} is a basis of Fn

q that we call basis of the geometric
decomposition.

Let M be the matrix of B in this basis, then one has that MM t = Jr,s,t

Jr,s,0 =




0 1
1 0

. . .
0 1
1 0

1
. . .

1




Jr,s,1 =




0 1
1 0

. . .
0 1
1 0

1
. . .

1
0 1
1 1




A linear code is said to be compatible with a geometric decomposition of
type Jr,s,t if there exists a basis {x1, . . . , xn} of Fn

q compatible with such de-
composition, in such a way that exists I ⊂ {1, . . . , n} such that {xi | i ∈ I} is a
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basis of the code. We prove that every linear code over a field of characteristic
2 is compatible with a geometric decomposition with s ≤ 4 and t = 0 or, if the
code is self-dual, s = 0 and t = 1.

Theorem 4. Let Fq have characteristic 2. Any linear code C ⊂ Fn
q is compatible

with at least one geometric decomposition.

Proof (Sketch).
Let C = rad(C)⊥C1, where rad(C) = 〈x1, . . . , xl〉. We consider two cases,

l = n/2 with n even and the rest of the cases. First, we prove the general case
(l 6= n/2) and, then, the case l = n/2 for n even.

One can compute x′1, . . . , x
′
l ∈ C1 such that xi, x

′
i are the geometric genera-

tors of a hyperbolic plane and, morevover, the hyperbolic planes Hi = 〈xi, x
′
i〉

are orthogonal to each other and to C1.
Since C1 is non-singular we can consider C′ as a sum of hyperbolic planes and

a one or two-dimensional linear space W , which gives us 3 different geometric
decompositions (compatible with C) for Fn

q .

(a) Fn
q = H1⊥ · · ·⊥Hm⊥L1⊥H ′

1⊥ · · ·⊥H ′
m′⊥W ′ and

C = 〈x1, . . . , xl, xl+1, x
′
l+1, . . . , xm, x′m, xm+1〉

(b) Fn
q = H1⊥ · · ·⊥Hm⊥Hm+1⊥H ′

1⊥ · · ·⊥H ′
m′⊥W ′ and

C = 〈x1, . . . , xl, xl+1, x
′
l+1, . . . , xm+1, x

′
m+1〉

(c) Fn
q = H1⊥ · · ·⊥Hm⊥L1⊥L2⊥H ′

1⊥ · · ·⊥H ′
m′⊥W ′ and

C = 〈x1, . . . , xl, xl+1, x
′
l+1, . . . , xm, x′m, xm+1, xm+2〉

Let l = n/2 with n even, that is, C is self-dual. We can compute x′1, . . . , x
′
n/2

in C1 such that xi, x
′
i are geometric generators of an hyperbolic plane for i =

1, . . . , n/2 − 1 and xn/2, x
′
n/2 are geometric generators of an elliptic plane.

Furthermore, the hyperbolic planes Hi = 〈xi, x
′
i〉 and the elliptic plane E =

〈xn/2, x
′
n/2〉 are orthogonal to each other.

Hence, we have the following geometric decomposition of Fn
q

(d) Fn
q = H1⊥ · · ·⊥Hn/2−1⊥E and
C = 〈x1, . . . , xn/2〉

3 Dual code and minimum distance of a linear
code

Since we have proved that a linear code is compatible with a geometric decom-
position for arbitrary characteristic, from now on, we will work over an arbitrary
characteristic. When the characteristic is different from 2, we set t = 0 because
we do not consider hyperbolic planes in the geometric decomposition.

In this section we extend the results in [10], the computation of the dual
code and the minimum distance of generalized toric codes to linear codes.

Let {x1, . . . , xn} be a geometric basis of a geometric decomposition of type
r, s, t. Let i ∈ {1, . . . , n}, we define i′ as
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• i + 1 if xi is the first generator of a hyperbolic plane H

• i− 1 if xi is the second generator of a hyperbolic plane H

• i if xi generates a linear space L

• i + 1 if xi is the first generator of an elliptic plane E

We do not need to define i′ when xi is the second geometric generator of a
hyperbolic plane because we will only consider geometric decompositions with
at most one elliptic plane E and where only the first generator of E belongs to
the code. In the case where both geometric generators of the hyperbolic plane
E belong to the code we may consider two orthonormal generators of linear
subspaces L.

For I ⊂ {1, . . . , n} we define I ′ = {i′ | i ∈ I} and I⊥ = {1, . . . , n}\I ′. In this
way we can compute the dual code of a linear code using the following result

Proposition 5. Let C be a linear code with geometric decomposition of type
r, s, t given by the basis {x1, . . . , xn} of Fn

q . Let I ⊂ {1, . . . , n} such that C =
〈xi | i ∈ I〉. Then the dual code C is C⊥ = 〈xi | i ∈ I⊥〉.
Proof. From the matrix Jr,s,t of the bilinear form B in the geometric basis it
follows that 〈xi〉⊥ = 〈xj | j 6= i′〉. Therefore,

C⊥ = 〈xj | j /∈ I ′〉 = 〈xi | i ∈ I⊥〉

In this way, we have in one matrix both a linear code and its dual code. Let C
be a linear code with a geometric decomposition of type r, s, t given by the basis
{x1, . . . , xn} of Fn

q and I ⊂ {1, . . . , n} such that C = 〈xi | i ∈ I〉. Furthermore,
let M be the n×n-matrix whose rows are the elements of the basis {x1, . . . , xn},
therefore one has that MM t = Jr,s,t. Let M(I) be the k × n-matrix consisting
of the k rows with i ∈ I, then M(I) is a generator matrix of C. In the same
way, M(I⊥) is a control matrix of C.

The following result extends for arbitrary linear codes [5, Proposition 2.1]
and proposition [10, Proposition 8] of generalized toric codes. Furthermore, we
prove that both ways of computing the minimum distance are equivalent.

Theorem 6. Let C be a linear code with geometric decomposition of type r, s, t
given by the basis {x1, . . . , xn} of Fn

q and I ⊂ {1, . . . , n} such that C = 〈xi | i ∈
I〉. Let M be the n×n-matrix such that MM t = Jr,s,t, where a generator matrix
of C is M(I) and M(I, J) is the submatrix of M corresponding to the rows of I
and columns of J , i.e. M(I, J) = (mi,j)i∈I,j∈J .

(a) Let d be the lowest positive integer such that for all set J ⊂ {1, . . . , n} with
#J = n−d+1 exists some K ⊂ J with #K = k such that detM(I, K) 6=
0. Then the minimum distance of C is d.
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(b) Let d be the largest positive integer such that for all J ⊂ {1, . . . , n} with
#J = d−1 exits D ⊂ I⊥ with #D = d−1 such that det(D, J) 6= 0. Then
the minimum distance of C is d.

Furthermore, both previous ways of computing the minimum distance are
equivalent.

4 Orthogonal Group and Linear Codes

In this section we develop another application of the geometric structure of
linear codes, namely, its relation with the orthogonal group.

The geometric decomposition of a linear code given by theorems 3 and 4
allows us to compute a generator matrix and control matrix of a linear code
using subsets of rows of a matrix whose product by its transpose matrix is
equal to Jr,s,t with (s, t) ∈ {0, 1, 2, 3, 4}×{0}∪{0}×{1} and 2r = n−s−2t, we
only consider r, s, t in this subset. Reciprocally, any subset of rows of a matrix
of this type can be considered as a generator matrix of a linear code. Therefore,
we have a new description of the linear code and its dual in terms of a new
family of matrices. We also show the relationship between this new form of
defining the linear codes and the orthogonal group.

For a bilinear form B : Fn
q → Fn

q the orthogonal group is the group of
linear transformations L : Fn

q → Fn
q , which verify B(L(x), L(y)) = B(x, y) for all

x, y ∈ Fn
q , with operation composition of linear transformations. The identity

element is the linear transformation L(x) = x, for all x ∈ Fn
q .

The orthogonal group of the bilinear form B whose associated matrix is the
identity matrix it is denoted by O(n) and it is isomorphic to the n-sized square
matrices, Mn×n, whose product by its transpose is equal to the identity matrix.
That is,

O(n) = {A ∈Mn×n | AAt = Id}
The group operation of O(n) is the product of matrices and its identity

element is the identity matrix Id.
There is a bijective correspondence between the matrices of the orthogonal

group, O(n), and the matrices of Mr,s,t = {M ∈Mn×n | MM t = Jr,s,t}. Such
bijective correspondence is given by any matrix T ∈Mr,s,t: for every N ∈ O(n)
we consider φ(N) = TN , hence for each M ∈ Mr,s,t, φ−1(M) = T−1N . It
is obvious that φ gives a bijective correspondence of sets between O(n) and
Mr,s,t but it is not an isomorphism of groups since the product of two matrices
M1,M2 ∈Mr,s,t does not verify (M1M2)(M1M2)t = Jr,s,t.

Although we do not have an isomorphism of groups between O(n) and
Mr,s,t, we can represent the orthogonal group in a way that it acts over Mr,s,t.
For r, s, t fixed, we consider the group consisting of the set of matrices O ∈
Mn×n such that OJr,s,tO

t = Jr,s,t, with the multiplication of matrices, that is
OJr,s,t = {O ∈Mn×n | OJr,s,tO

t = Jr,s,t}.
Proposition 7. Let J = Jr,s,t fixed, then OJ is a group with the multiplication
of matrices isomorphic to the orthogonal group O(n).
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Proof (Sketch).
Let O1, O2 ∈ OJ , then (O1O2)J(O1O2)t = O1O2JOt

2O
t
1 = O1JOt

1 = J ,
hence OJ is a group whose identity element is the identity matrix.

Since J and the identity matrix Id are matrices of the bilinear form B on
different bases, there exists an invertible matrix T such that TT t = J .

For O ∈ OJ let φ(O) = T−1OT , then φ gives the isomorphism between both
groups

Therefore, one has that the orthogonal group has the same cardinality as
Mr,s,t and moreoverO(n) acts over it, because MN ∈Mr,s,t and OM ∈Mr,s,t,
with N ∈ O(n) and O ∈ OJr,s,t

. That is, the orthogonal group in its two
isomorphic versions which we have presented acts over the set of matrices of
M ∈Mr,s,t, O(n) on the right and OJr,s,t

on the left.
This new paradigm of the set of linear codes developed in this work, together

with the action of the orthogonal group, opens a new way of study where one can
use group theory to solve, or at least in principle reformulate, classic problems
of group theory.

Finally we study the geometric decomposition of the algebraic geometry
codes [4].
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